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CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 3397 
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SUB J : ROK- JAPAN CONTINENTAL SHELF; U.S. RELAXATION OF NORTH 
KOREA TRAVEL BAN 

REFS: (A) SEOUL 3336 (DTG 230316Z APR 77) 

(B) SEOUL 3335 (DTG 230315Z APR 77) 

SUMMARY: ROKG INITIATES PRESS CAMPAIGN TO PRESSURE JAPANESE 
DIET TO RATIFY ROK-JAPAN CONTINENTAL SHELF AGREEMENT. 

JAPANESE EMBASSY DISCOMFITED, BUT TRYING TO RIDE OUT THE 
STORM. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ROKG HAS INITIATED NEWSPAPER CAMPAIGN IN CRUDE 
EFFORT TO APPLY PRESSURE ON JAPANESE FOR RATIFICATION OF 
ROK/JAPAN CONTINENTAL SHELF AGREEMENT. SEOUL PRESS CARRIED 
ALARMIST FRONT PAGE STORIES APRIL 23 AND HEADLINE STORIES 
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MORNING APRIL 24 AND AFTERNOON APRIL 25 FORECASTING VARIOUS 
DIRE CONSEQUENCES IF JAPANESE DIET FAILS TO RATIFY 
CONTINENTAL SHELF AGREEMENT. STORIES CONCENTRATE, INTER ALIA, 

ON PRIME MINISTER S WORKING BREAKFAST MEETING WITH VARIOUS CABINET 
MINISTERS APRIL 23 WHICH REPORTEDLY CONCENTRATED ON PREPAR- 
ATIONS FOR UNILATERAL ROK OIL EXPLORATION. STORIES ALSO 
MENTIONED ACTING FONMIN YUN'S MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR SNEIDER 
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APRIL 22 (REF A). LEADING INDEPENDENT TONGA ILBO AND OFFICIAL 
SEOUL SHINMUN CARRIED EDITORIALS AFTERNOON APRIL 25 CALLING ON 
JAPANESE DIET TO RATIFY CONTINENTAL SHELF AGREEMENT. NO EDI- 
TORIALS IN APRIL 26 MORNING PAPERS. 

2. EMBOFF SPOKE TO MOFA ASIAN AFFAIRS BUREAU DIRECTOR 

KONG RO-MYUNG APRIL 25 WHO IMPLIED THAT DECISION TO MAKE PUB- 
LIC ISSUE OF JAPANESE CONTINENTAL SHELF RATIFICATION WAS MADE 
AGAINST HIS OWN ADVICE BY HIS SUPERIORS. BY WAY OF EXPLANATION 
KONG INDICATED THAT ROKG WAS CONCERNED THAT JAPANESE WERE TAKING 
CONTINENTAL SHELF ISSUE TOO LIGHTLY AND THAT PART OF CONCERN 
AROSE FROM FACT THAT OHIRA MASAYOSHI HAD BEEN DELEGATED RESPONSI- 
BILITY BY PRIME MINISTER FUKUDA FOR GETTING CONTINENTAL SHELF 
RATIFICATION THROUGH DIET. KONG CHARACTERIZED OHIRA AS A MAN 
WHO IS HARD TO FATHOM AND EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT OHIRA WOULD 
NOT BE PREPARED TO PUSH AS HARD AS MAY 
BE REQUIRED TO SECURE RATIFICATION BECAUSE OF WHAT ROKG 
REGARDS AS UNWARRANTED CONCERN ABOUT OTHER LEGISLATION. 

3. JAPANESE EMBASSY POLCOUNS MABUCHI TOLD EMBOFF APRIL 25 HE 
"FELT LIKE A MAN WHO HAD BEEN SHOT FROM BEHIND" BY ROKG PRESS 
CAMPAIGN. HE SAID JAPANESE AMBASSADOR NISHIYAMA WAS VERY 
OFFENDED BY ROKG ACTION BUT SAW NO POINT IN TALKING TO ROKG 
ABOUT ISSUE (NISHIYAMA WAS SUBSEQUENTLY CALLED IN MORNING APRIL 
26 BY FONMIN). MABUCHI SAID HE HAD SPOKEN TO GAIMUSHO NORTHEAST 
ASIAN DIVISION CHIEF ENDO ON TELEPHONE EARLIER APRIL 25 

AND ENDO SAID ROK PRESS CAMPAIGN HAD THUS FAR NOT MADE IMPACT 
IN JAPAN. ENDO PROFESSED TO BE MORE CONCERNED ABOUT NEGATIVE 
EFFECTS OF NORTH SEA OIL WELL LEAK ON DIET DEBATE. MABUCHI DID 
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NOT, BASED ON CONVERSATION WITH ENDO, FEEL THAT DIET SITUATION 
HAD DETERIORATED APPRECIABLY. 

4. PRESS HAS ALSO CARRIED REPORTS, FREQUENTLY IN SAME STORY 

AS CONTINENTAL SHELF ACCOUNTS, CONCERNING VICE MINISTER YUN'S 
DISCUSSION WITH AMBASSADOR SNEIDER APRIL 22 ON ANTI-ROK ACTI- 
VITIES IN U.S. THESE STORIES HAVE NOT APPEARED IN ALL PAPERS. 

THEY ARE COUCHED IN TERMS OF ROKG CONCERN THAT U.S. DECISION 
TO PERMIT KOREAN RESIDENTS IN U.S. TO TRAVEL TO U.S. WILL 
SERVE TO SPLIT KOREAN COMMUNITIES IN U.S. AND SAY YUN ASKED 
THAT USG BE "PRUDENT" CONCERNING THIS QUESTION. 

SNEIDER 
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